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SONG OF THE SHANK
A NOVEL
Graywolf Press A contemporary American masterpiece about music, race,
an unforgettable man, and an unreal America during the Civil War era At
the heart of this remarkable novel is Thomas Greene Wiggins, a
nineteenth-century slave and improbable musical genius who performed
under the name Blind Tom. Song of the Shank opens in 1866 as Tom and
his guardian, Eliza Bethune, struggle to adjust to their fashionable
apartment in the city in the aftermath of riots that had driven them away a
few years before. But soon a stranger arrives from the mysterious island of
Edgemere—inhabited solely by African settlers and black refugees from the
war and riots—who intends to reunite Tom with his now-liberated mother.
As the novel ranges from Tom's boyhood to the heights of his performing
career, the inscrutable savant is buﬀeted by opportunistic teachers and
crooked managers, crackpot healers and militant prophets. In his
symphonic novel, Jeﬀery Renard Allen blends history and fantastical
invention to bring to life a radical cipher, a man who profoundly changes
all who encounter him.
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the heart of this remarkable novel is Thomas Greene Wiggins, a
nineteenth-century slave and improbable musical genius who performed
under the name Blind Tom. Song of the Shank opens in 1866 as Tom and
his guardian, Eliza Bethune, struggle to adjust to their fashionable
apartment in the city in the aftermath of riots that had driven them away a
few years before. But soon a stranger arrives from the mysterious island of
Edgemere—inhabited solely by African settlers and black refugees from the
war and riots—who intends to reunite Tom with his now-liberated mother.
As the novel ranges from Tom's boyhood to the heights of his performing
career, the inscrutable savant is buﬀeted by opportunistic teachers and
crooked managers, crackpot healers and militant prophets. In his
symphonic novel, Jeﬀery Renard Allen blends history and fantastical
invention to bring to life a radical cipher, a man who profoundly changes
all who encounter him.

RAILS UNDER MY BACK
A NOVEL
Graywolf Press "Will put Allen in the company of writers such as James
Joyce, August Wilson, and Ralph Ellison." —The Philadelphia Inquirer When
it was ﬁrst published ﬁfteen years ago, Jeﬀery Renard Allen's debut novel,
Rails Under My Back, earned its author comparisons to some of the giants
of twentieth-century modernism. The publication of Allen's equally
ambitious second novel, Song of the Shank, cemented those lofty claims.
Now, the book that established his reputation is being restored to print in
its ﬁrst Graywolf Press edition. Together, the two novels stand as
signiﬁcant achievements of twenty-ﬁrst-century literature. Rails Under My
Back is an epic that tracks the interwoven lives of two brothers, Lucius and
John Jones, who are married to two sisters, Gracie and Sheila McShan. For
them, their parents, and their children, life is always full of departures;
someone is always ﬂeeing town and leaving the remaining family to suﬀer
the often dramatic, sometimes tragic consequences. The multiple eﬀects of
the comings and goings are devastating: These are the almost mythic
expression of the African American experience in the half century that
followed the Second World War. The story ranges, as the characters do,
from the city, which is somewhat like both New York and Chicago, to
Memphis, to the West, and to many "inner" and "outer" locales. Rails Under
My Back is a multifaceted, brilliantly colored, intensely musical novel that
pulses with urgency and originality.

HOLDING PATTERN
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STORIES
Graywolf Press The world of Jeﬀery Renard Allen's stunning short-story
collection is a place like no other. A recognizable city, certainly, but one in
which a man might sprout wings or copper pennies might fall from the
skies onto your head. Yet these are no fairy tales. The hostility, the hurt, is
all too human. The protagonists circle each other with steely
determination: a grandson taunts his grandmother, determined to expose
her secret past; for years, a sister tries to keep a menacing neighbor away
from her brother; and in the local police station, an oﬃcer and prisoner try
to break each other's resolve. In all the stories, Allen calibrates the
mounting tension with exquisite timing, in mesmerizing prose that has won
him comparisons with Joyce and Faulkner. Holding Pattern is a captivating
collection by a prodigiously talented writer.

THE MOOR'S ACCOUNT
Simon and Schuster An “exquisite piece of historical ﬁction” (Winnipeg
Free Press), The Moor’s Account is “brilliantly imagined ﬁction…rewritten
to give us something that feels very like the truth” (Salman Rushdie). In
1527, the conquistador Pánﬁlo de Narváez left the port of San Lucar de
Barrameda in Spain with a crew of more than ﬁve hundred men. His goal
was to claim what is now the Gulf Coast of the United States for the
Spanish crown and, in the process, become as wealthy and as famous as
Hernán Cortés. But from the moment the Narváez expedition reached
Florida it met with incredibly bad luck—storms, disease, starvation, hostile
Indians. Within a year, there were only four survivors: the expedition’s
treasurer, Cabeza de Vaca; a Spanish nobleman named Alonso del Castillo
Maldonado; a young explorer by the name of Andrés Dorantes; and his
Moroccan slave, Mustafa al-Zamori. The four survivors were forced to live
as slaves to the Indians for six years, before ﬂeeing and establishing
themselves as faith healers. Together, they traveled on foot through
present-day Florida, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, gathering thousands
of disciples and followers along the way. In 1536, they crossed the Rio
Grande into Mexican territory, where they stumbled on a group of Spanish
slavers, who escorted them to the capital of the Spanish empire, MéxicoTenochtitlán. Three of the survivors were asked to provide testimony of
their journey—Castillo, Dorantes, and Cabeza de Vaca, who later wrote a
book about this adventure, called La Relacíon, or The Account. But because
he was a slave, Estebanico was not asked to testify. His experience was
considered irrelevant, or superﬂuous, or unreliable, or unworthy, despite
the fact that he had acted as a scout, an interpreter, and a translator. This
novel is his story.

SONG YET SUNG
Hachette UK In the tense days before the American Civil War, in the
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swamplands of the Maryland shore, a wounded slave girl and her visions of
the future tear a community apart in a riveting drama of hope and
redemption. Kidnappings, gunﬁghts and chases ensue in this extraordinary
story of violence, tragic triumph, and unexpected kindness.

OCTOBER SUITE
A NOVEL
Agate Digital The debut novel by the author of Rattlebone. “Told in a
melody all its own, this story touches many lovely and unexpected notes.”
—Elizabeth Strout, #1 New York Times bestselling author It is 1950 and
October Brown is a twenty-three-year-old ﬁrst-year teacher thanking her
lucky stars that she found a room in the best boardinghouse for Negro
women teachers in Wyandotte County, Kansas. During an aﬀair with an
unhappily married handyman, October becomes pregnant. With job in
jeopardy and her reputation in tatters, October goes back to Ohio to be
with her family: her older sister, Vergie, and her aunts who raised the
sisters after their mother was killed by their father. After giving birth, she
gives the child to Vergie and her husband to raise as their own, then
returns to Kansas City to rebuild her life. But something is missing—and,
apparently too late, October realizes what she has done . . . The Midwest,
the ﬂourishing of modern jazz, and the culture of segregation form a
compelling historical backdrop for this timeless and universal tale of one
person’s battle to understand and master her own desires, and to embrace
the responsibilities and promise of mature adulthood. In October Suite,
Clair “has skillfully brought lyricism and word-play to her ﬁrst novel, a
family saga ﬁlled with secrets, redemption, and rivalry, as two sisters try
to reclaim bonds forged in early childhood tragedy” (Library Journal).
“Maxine Clair deserves our admiration for this beautifully written and
humane novel.” —The Washington Post “A beautifully imagined novel that
pulses with all the colors and sounds of the lives we live.” —Marita Golden,
author of The Wide Circumference of Love

FUNNY ONCE
STORIES
Bloomsbury USA Michael Chabon once said, "I scan the tables of contents
of magazines, looking for Antonya Nelson's name, hoping that she has
decided to bless us again." And now she has blessed us again, with a
bounty of the stories for which she is so beloved. Her stories are cleareyed, hard-edged, beautifully formed. In the title story, "Funny Once," a
couple held together by bad behavior fall into a lie with their more
responsible friends. In "The Village," a woman visits her father at a nursing
home, recalling his equanimity at her teenage misdeeds and gaining a new
understanding of his own past indiscretions. In another, when a troubled
girl in the neighborhood goes missing, a mother worries increasingly about
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her teenage son's relationship with a bad-news girlfriend. In the novella
"Three Wishes," siblings muddle through in the aftermath of their elder
brother's too-early departure from the world. The landscape of this book is
the wide open spaces of Kansas, Texas, New Mexico, and Colorado.
Throughout, there is the pervasive desire to drink to forget, to have sex
with the wrong people, to hit the road and ﬁgure out later where to stop
for the night. These characters are aging, regretting actions both taken
and not, inhabiting their extended adolescences as best they can. And in
Funny Once, their ﬂawed humanity is made beautiful, perfectly observed
by one of America's best short story writers.

THIS HOUSE IS NOT FOR SALE
Granta Books This House is Not for Sale is a story about a house in an
African neighbourhood, the Family House, owned and ruled over by the
patriarchal, business-minded Grandpa - by turns benevolent and cruel and home to his wives, children, grandchildren, and the many in his
service. It tells the stories of the people who live there, of the curse placed
on the house by one of its former occupants, of the evil and brutality that
transpires there, and ﬁnally of its downfall. By the acclaimed author of
Voice of America, This House is Not for Sale is a brilliantly inventive debut
novel which draws on the rich oral traditions of Nigeria and is full of
wisdom and dark humour. From everyday violence and magic, to the voices
of gossiping neighbours, here is an utterly engrossing story of an African
community, its culture and traditions, and the power of storytelling.

THE MYSTICAL LAND OF MYRRH
Critically acclaimed tales of a forbidden country .. a young Peace Corps
woman, a lesbian .. mystery .. romance .. adventure. All these come
together in these stories about Somalia. Over it all is Arawello, the Somali
Goddess Queen who once led her people out of disaster, as may be called
upon to do so again soon.

THE COLD SONG
A NOVEL
Other Press, LLC One of the New York Times Book Review's 100 Notable
Books of 2014! Ullmann’s characters are complex and paradoxical: neither
fully guilty nor fully innocent Siri Brodal, a chef and restaurant owner, is
married to Jon Dreyer, a famous novelist plagued by writer’s block. Siri and
Jon have two daughters, and together they spend their summers on the
coast of Norway, in a mansion belonging to Jenny Brodal, Siri’s stylish and
unforgiving mother. Siri and Jon’s marriage is loving but diﬃcult, and
troubled by painful secrets. They have a strained relationship with their
elder daughter, Alma, who struggles to ﬁnd her place in the family
constellation. When Milla is hired as a nanny to allow Siri to work her long
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hours at the restaurant and Jon to supposedly meet the deadline on his
book, life in the idyllic summer community takes a dire turn. One rainy July
night, Milla disappears without a trace. After her remains are discovered
and a suspect is identiﬁed, everyone who had any connection with her
feels implicated in her tragedy and haunted by what they could have done
to prevent it. The Cold Song is a story about telling stories and about how
life is continually invented and reinvented.

TELL ME HOW TO BE
Hachette UK 'A love letter to R&B, youth, and the unforgettable agonies of
one's ﬁrst love...I will read everything Patel writes from here on.' Susie
Yang, New York Times bestselling author of White Ivy Lost in the jungle of
Los Angeles, Akash Amin is ﬁlled with shame. Shame for liking men. Shame
for wanting to be a songwriter. Shame for not being like his perfect
brother. Shame for his alcoholism. And most of all, shame for what
happened with the ﬁrst boy he ever loved. When his mother tells him she is
selling the family home, Akash must return to Illinois to confront his
demons and the painful memory of a sexual awakening that became a
nightmare. Akash's mum, Renu, is also plagued by guilt. She had it all:
doting husband, beautiful house, healthy sons. But as the one-year
anniversary of her husband's death approaches Renu can't stop wondering
if she chose the wrong life thirty-ﬁve years ago and should have stayed in
London with her ﬁrst love. Together, Renu and Akash pack up the house,
retreating further into the secrets that stand between them. When their
pasts catch up to them, Renu and Akash must decide between the lives
they left behind and the ones they've since created. By turns irreverent
and tender, ﬁlled with the beats of '90s R&B, Tell Me How to Be is about
our earliest betrayals and the cost of reconciliation. But most of all, it is
the love story of a mother and son each trying to ﬁgure out how to be in
the world.

STELLAR PLACES
Collected poems of Jeﬀery Renard Allen.

A PARTICULAR KIND OF BLACK MAN
A NOVEL
Simon & Schuster **One of Time’s 32 Books You Need to Read This
Summer** An NPR Best Book of 2019 An “electrifying” (Publishers Weekly)
debut novel from Rhodes Scholar and winner of the Caine Prize for African
Writing about a Nigerian family living in Utah and their uneasy assimilation
to American life. Living in small-town Utah has always been an
uncomfortable ﬁt for Tunde Akinola’s family, especially for his Nigeria-born
parents. Though Tunde speaks English with a Midwestern accent, he can’t
escape the children who rub his skin and ask why the black won’t come oﬀ.
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As he struggles to ﬁt in, he ﬁnds little solace from his parents who are
grappling with their own issues. Tunde’s father, ever the optimist, works
tirelessly chasing his American dream while his wife, lonely in Utah without
family and friends, sinks deeper into schizophrenia. Then one otherwiseordinary morning, Tunde’s mother wakes him with a hug, bundles him and
his baby brother into the car, and takes them away from the only home
they’ve ever known. But running away doesn’t bring her, or her children,
any relief; once Tunde’s father tracks them down, she ﬂees to Nigeria, and
Tunde never feels at home again. He spends the rest of his childhood and
young adulthood searching for connection—to the wary stepmother and
stepbrothers he gains when his father remarries; to the Utah residents who
mock his father’s accent; to evangelical religion; to his Texas middle
school’s crowd of African-Americans; to the fraternity brothers of his
historically black college. In so doing, he discovers something that sends
him on a journey away from everything he has known. Sweeping, stirring,
and perspective-shifting, A Particular Kind of Black Man is “wild,
vulnerable, lived…A study of the particulate self, the self as a constellation
of moving parts” (The New York Times Book Review).

FAR ARDEN
Top Shelf Productions "One amazing slice of storytelling magic." -- Junot
Diaz, author of The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao "One of the best
graphic novels of the year."-- The AV Club "Cleverly plotted ... Cannon is
one of the comics world's most energetic storytellers, and his minimalist
artwork, far from cramping its subject matter, has its own eye-catching
charm."-- Carl Hays, Booklist "Riotous, exciting, and ridiculous."-- New York
Magazine "Cannon's graphic novel is an adventure, a comedy, a mystery,
and a tragedy ... What begins as a slightly silly lark becomes an engaging,
even haunting story about desire and loss."-- Karin L. Kross, Bookforum
"Cleverly weaving together his extraordinary cast of characters through
past histories and present events, the author neatly ties everything up in a
satisfying ending. The images in each panel skillfully match the tone of the
story and beautifully support the characterization of individuals and events
as they unfold. Cannon has proved himself to be a riveting storyteller with
this fast-paced adventure that features polar-bear ﬁghts, kidnapping,
conspiracy, misinterpretations, and double-crosses."-- Lara McAllister,
School Library Journal "As the entwined pasts of Army, his ex, her current
husband, a college couple and an orphan bent on revenge for his father's
murder are revealed, entwining pasts become clear and the full range of
this engrossing story is revealed."-- Publishers Weekly "Kevin Cannon's Far
Arden is an unassuming series of masterstrokes ... His spindly post-clearline characters may act like expressive marionettes but they are multifaceted once you get past Cannon's hyper-active narrative pace."-- Kyle
Lemmon, Under the Radar "Kevin Cannon is spinning one huge, huge yarn
here; a classic adventure story that delights in ridiculous set-ups, far-
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fetched schemes, hidden treasure, mysterious strangers, outlandish
characters and ridiculously contrived threats leading to even more
ridiculously contrived rescues. Everything in Far Arden connects, every
character is there for some reason implicit to the simple plot of one sailor
attempting to reach the mythical Far Arden, a tropical island paradise in
the middle of the barren and desolate Canadian Arctic. And it's a great,
great adventure."-- Richard Bruton, Forbidden Planet International
"Starting oﬀ madcap, slapdash, and more than a little ridiculous, somehow,
over the course of roughly 375 pages, it transforms into a sad, thoughtful,
even stirring book."-- Jillian Steinhauer, The Daily Cross Hatch "Far Arden is
one of the most unruliest and unpredictable adventure comics I've read in
a long while, and yet the story weaves itself into a complex and consistent
whole ... the best of two worlds: the purely spontaneous burst of comics
creation and the carefully constructed adventure saga."-- Dave Baxter,
Broken Frontier "The character of Army Shanks is one that readers can
really sink their teeth into. ... He's a man with all the personality conﬂicts
and defects and emotional confusion that make us human. And even when
he surprises you by bringing a dead ﬁsh to a party at the governor's
palace, it doesn't seem at all out of character."-- Sean Kleefeld, Kleefeld on
Comics Meet Army Shanks -- crusty old sea dog and legendary brawler of
the high Arctic seas! He's got just one mission: to ﬁnd the mythical island
paradise known as Far Arden, which lies hidden (so they say) in the wintry
oceans of the far North. But there's more than just water standing between
Shanks and his goal: he'll have to contend with circus performers, adorable
orphans, heinous villains, bitter ex-lovers, well-meaning undergraduates,
and the full might of the Royal Canadian Arctic Navy! Not to mention he's
not so sure how to get to Far Arden in the ﬁrst place... In his ﬁrst solo
graphic novel, Kevin Cannon (THE STUFF OF LIFE, T-MINUS) proves himself
a master spinner of yarns. FAR ARDEN is an epic journey through a world
not quite our own, written and drawn with strokes bold and swift. As
readers hurtle toward the stunning conclusion, Cannon assembles
countless details, characters, and relentless plot twists into an astonishing
whole far greater than the sum of its parts. Thrilling, eccentric, lusty,
genuinely moving, and often hilarious (with sound eﬀects that alone are
worth the price of admission), FAR ARDEN may be the best adventure
comic you'll read all year.

AT THE BACK OF THE NORTH WIND
Rosetta Books The Scottish author’s literary masterpiece—the fantastical
story of a young boy’s adventures with a woman of supernatural powers.
Historically, At the Back of the North Wind ranks as George MacDonald’s
most well-known and enduring book, the haunting tale of little Diamond, a
simple London cabman’s son and his dreamy encounters with the
mysterious, wise, powerful, comforting, and occasionally frightening lady
known as North Wind. Their eerie nighttime adventures have captivated
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readers old and young ever since the book’s publication in 1871. It has
been published in more editions than any of MacDonald’s works, and ranks
as one of the few (perhaps only) title of MacDonald’s that has likely never
been out of print. Its skillfully woven intermingling of realism and fantasy
set MacDonald apart as a writer of uniqueness and distinction in the early
1870s as his reputation widened. This edition for The Cullen Collection is
unedited in any way.

RED OR DEAD
Faber & Faber In 1959, Liverpool Football Club were in the Second Division.
Liverpool Football Club had never won the FA Cup. Fifteen seasons later,
Liverpool Football Club had won three League titles, two FA Cups and the
UEFA Cup. Liverpool Football Club had become the most consistently
successful team in England. And the most passionately supported club.
Their manager was revered as a god.Destined for immortality. Their
manager was Bill Shankly. His job was his life. His life was football. His
football a form of socialism. Bill Shankly inspired people. Bill Shankly
transformed people. The players and the supporters.His legacy would
reveberate through the ages. In 1974, Liverpool Football Club and Bill
Shankly stood on the verge of even greater success. In England and in
Europe. But in 1974, Bill Shankly shocked Liverpool and football. Bill
Shankly resigned. Bill Shankly retired. Red or Dead is the story of the rise
of Liverpool Football Club and Bill Shankly. And the story of the retirement
of Bill Shankly. Of one man and his work. And of the man after that work. A
man in two halves. Home and away. Red or dead.

CREATURES OF PASSAGE
Akashic Books With echoes of Toni Morrison's Beloved, Yejidé's novel
explores a forgotten quadrant of Washington, DC, and the ghosts that
haunt it. "Yejidé’s writing captures both real news and spiritual truths with
the deftness and capacious imagination of her writing foremothers: Zora
Neale Hurston, Toni Morrison and N.K. Jemisin...Creatures of Passage is
that rare novel that dispenses ancestral wisdom and literary virtuosity in
equal measure." --Washington Post "Creatures of Passage resists
comparison. It's reminiscent of Beloved as well as the Odyssey, but
perhaps its most apt progenitor is the genre of epic poems performed by
the djelis of West Africa...All these otherwise clashing elements become, in
this cast, a cohesive whole, telling us that this, too, is America." --New
York Times Book Review "In its luminous prose, and its nods to mysticism
and myth, the novel brings to mind the best of Toni Morrison. It’s that
good." --Washington Post, One of the Best Books about Washington, DC
"Yejidé's surreal new novel has no shortage of otherworldly surprises, but
it's her this-worldly protagonist who steals the show...Informed by a richly
woven mythology and propelled by themes of regret and revenge,
Creatures of Passage has earned some apt comparisons to Toni Morrison's
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Beloved." --Philadelphia Inquirer, One of the Best Books of Winter 2021
"Written over the course of 17 years, Morowa Yejidé‘s new book, Creatures
of Passage, is set in Anacostia in 1977 and follows twins--one living, one
dead--who share names with the Egyptian gods Nephthys and Osiris. But
that barely hints at the richness and complexity of the book’s many
strands." --Washingtonian "Hauntingly magical, this sophomore novel by
Morowa Yejidé centers a young woman dealing with the loss of her brother,
her young great-nephew who mysteriously shows up at her door and
Washington, DC, the city that provides an otherworldly backdrop to this
imaginative thriller." --Ms. Magazine, A Most Anticipated Book of 2021
“Morowa Yejidé's Creatures of Passage gives readers a chance to
experience grief and intergenerational trauma in a unique way." --The Root
"This enthralling, otherworldly story follows Nepthys Kinwell, a taxi driver
in Washington, D.C., as she grapples with grief." --Woman's World
"Comparisons to Toni Morrison's masterpiece Beloved always perk up our
ears, but in the case of Morowa Yejidé’s Creatures of Passage the hype is
warranted...History-haunted in the best sense, readers shouldn’t miss this
mythic thriller." --Chicago Review of Books Nephthys Kinwell is a taxi driver
of sorts in Washington, DC, ferrying passengers in a 1967 Plymouth
Belvedere with a ghost in the trunk. Endless rides and alcohol help her
manage her grief over the death of her twin brother, Osiris, who was
murdered and dumped in the Anacostia River. Unknown to Nephthys when
the novel opens in 1977, her estranged great-nephew, ten-year-old Dash,
is ﬁnding himself drawn to the banks of that very same river. It is there
that Dash--reeling from having witnessed an act of molestation at his
school, but still questioning what and who he saw--has charmed
conversations with a mysterious ﬁgure he calls the "River Man." When
Dash arrives unexpectedly at Nephthys's door bearing a cryptic note about
his unusual conversations with the River Man, Nephthys must face what
frightens her most. Morowa Yejidé's deeply captivating novel shows us an
unseen Washington ﬁlled with otherworldly landscapes, ﬂawed superhumans, and reluctant ghosts, and brings together a community intent on
saving one young boy in order to reclaim itself.

BARN BLIND
Pan Macmillan Written with the grace and quiet beauty of her Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel, Barn Blind is a spellbinding story on the classic
American themes of work, love, and duty, and the lengths we will go to
achieve success. The verdant pastures of a farm in Illinois have the placid
charms of a landscape painting, but the horses that graze there have
become the obsession of a woman who sees them as the fulﬁlment of every
wish: to win, to be honoured, to be the best. Her ambition is the
galvanizing force in Jane Smiley's ﬁrst novel, a force that will drive a wedge
between her and her family, and bring them all to tragedy . . .
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BLACK CELEBRITY
CONTEMPORARY REPRESENTATIONS OF POSTBELLUM ATHLETES AND
ARTISTS
Rutgers University Press Black Celebrity examines representations of
postbellum black athletes and artist-entertainers by novelists Caryl Phillips
and Jeﬀery Renard Allen and poets Kevin Young, Frank X Walker, Adrian
Matejka, and Tyehimba Jess. Inhabiting the perspectives of boxer Jack
Johnson and musicians “Blind Tom” Wiggins and Sissieretta Jones, along
with several others, these writers retrain readers’ attention away from
athletes’ and entertainers’ overdetermined bodies and toward their
complex inner lives. Phillips, Allen, Young, Walker, Matejka, and Jess
especially plumb the emotional archive of desire, anxiety, pain, and
deﬁance engendered by the racial hypervisibility and depersonalization
that has long characterized black stardom. In the process, these novelists
and poets and, in turn, the present book revise understandings of black
celebrity history while evincing the through-lines between the postbellum
era and our own time.

THE POLITICAL FORCE OF MUSICAL BEAUTY
Duke University Press In The Political Force of Musical Beauty, Barry Shank
shows how musical acts and performances generate their own aesthetic
and political force, creating, however ﬂeetingly, a shared sense of the
world among otherwise diverse listeners. Rather than focusing on the ways
in which music enables the circulation of political messages, he argues that
communities grounded in the act and experience of listening can give rise
to new political ideas and expression. Analyzing a wide range of "beautiful
music" within popular and avant-garde genres—including the Japanese
traditions in the music of Takemitsu Toru and Yoko Ono, the drone of the
Velvet Underground, and the insistence of hardcore punk and Riot grrrl
post-punk—Shank ﬁnds that when it fulﬁlls the promise of combining sonic
and lyrical diﬀerences into a cohesive whole, musical beauty has the power
to reorganize the basis of social relations and produce communities that
recognize meaningful diﬀerence.

YANKEE GIRL
Usborne Publishing Ltd Valerie's voice is as sweet as honey. She's the
obvious choice to star in the Nativity. But this is Mississippi, 1964, and
Valerie is the ﬁrst black student to attend her school. Alice is torn between
standing up for Valerie and being popular with the in-crowd. It takes a
tragedy for Alice to ﬁnd the courage to act. A truly resonant story about
racism and doing the right thing, based on the author's own experiences.
With internet links to recommended websites about the American Civil
Rights Movement. "A wonderful book about the power of friendship which
will appeal to all ages." - School Librarian Journal
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CHILD OF THE MOUNTAINS
Delacorte Press "Unfolds in pitch-perfect regional dialect. . . . For fans of
Ruth White's and Kerry Madden's Appalachian-inspired ﬁction."--Kirkus
Reviews It's about keeping the faith. Growing up poor in 1953 in the
Appalachian Mountains of West Virginia doesn't bother Lydia Hawkins. She
treasures her tight-knit family. There's her loving mama, now widowed; her
whip-smart younger brother, BJ, who has cystic ﬁbrosis; and wise old Gran.
But everything falls apart after Gran and BJ die and mama is jailed unjustly.
Suddenly Lydia has lost all those dearest to her. Moving to a coal camp to
live with her uncle William and aunt Ethel Mae only makes Lydia feel more
alone. She is ridiculed at her new school for her outgrown homemade
clothes and the way she talks, and for what the kids believe her mama did.
And to make matters worse, she discovers that her uncle has been keeping
a family secret—about her. If only Lydia, with her resilient spirit and
determination, could ﬁnd a way to clear her mother's name. . . .

BRIGHT LINES
A NOVEL
Penguin Named a ﬁnalist for the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize, the
Brooklyn Eagles Literary Prize, and the Edmund White Debut Fiction Award
“A Brooklyn-by-way-of-Bangladesh Royal Tenenbaums.”—The Denver Post
A vibrant debut novel, set in Brooklyn and Bangladesh, follows three young
women and one family struggling to make peace with secrets and their
past For as long as she can remember, Ella has longed to feel at home.
Orphaned as a child after her parents’ murder, and aﬄicted with
hallucinations at dusk, she’s always felt more at ease in nature than with
people. She traveled from Bangladesh to Brooklyn to live with the Saleems:
her uncle Anwar, aunt Hashi, and their beautiful daughter, Charu, her
complete opposite. One summer, when Ella returns home from college, she
discovers Charu’s friend Maya—an Islamic cleric’s runaway
daughter—asleep in her bedroom. As the girls have a summer of
clandestine adventure and sexual awakenings, Anwar—owner of a popular
botanical apothecary—has his own secrets, threatening his thirty-year
marriage. But when tragedy strikes, the Saleems ﬁnd themselves blamed.
To keep his family from unraveling, Anwar takes them on a fated trip to
Bangladesh, to reckon with the past, their extended family, and each
other.

HIGH LIFE
Hollywood. The City of Dreams at the end of the nineties. Jack has one
ambition - to get famous. He doesn't care how. He just wants to be like the
people he sees in tabloid magazines and on TV: Brad Pitt, Johnny Depp,
Tom and Nicole, Arnie, Bruce, Sly.... But the desire for fame has a dark side
and he ﬁnds himself in a world of drugs and crime, whores, snuﬀ shows,

12

Song Of The Shank A Novel By Allen Jeﬀery Renard 2014 Paperback 25-09-2022

key=Shank

Song Of The Shank A Novel By Allen Jeﬀery Renard 2014 Paperback

13

incest, deceit and despair. When his wife is found dead - murdered and
disemboweled - and the search for her killer leads him to the femme fatale
of all femmes fatales, he sees a chance to make his dreams of money and
fame come true. But the City of Dreams can also be the City of Nightmares
and it's going to be a long, dark ride before Jack wakes up.

THE WORLD MADE STRAIGHT
Canongate Books Summer in Madison County. Seventeen year old Travis
Shelton cannot see a way out of his small town - until he discovers a grove
of marijuana in the woods that could make him some serious money. But
Travis has stumbled across more than drugs. His discovery is the ﬁrst
unwitting step in a series that will lead him to the back to the savage
violence and betrayal lying in the community's history, and to the heart of
corruption in its present. Vivid and unsettling, The World Made Straight is
a powerful exploration of the secrets that bind us together and drive us
apart.

AND THE DARK SACRED NIGHT
A NOVEL
Anchor From the National Book Award–winning author of Three Junes, a
"tender, insightful, and winning exploration of the modern family and the
inﬁnite number of shapes it can take" (People). Kit Noonan is an
unemployed art historian with twins to support, a mortgage to pay, and a
frustrated wife who insists that, to move forward, Kit must ﬁrst confront a
crucial mystery about his past. Born to a single teenage mother, he has
never known the identity of his biological father. Kit’s search begins with
his onetime stepfather, Jasper, a take-no-prisoners Vermont outdoorsman,
and ultimately leads him to Fenno McLeod, the beloved protagonist of
Glass's award-winning novel Three Junes. Immersing readers in a panorama
that stretches from Vermont to the tip of Cape Cod, And the Dark Sacred
Night is an unforgettable novel about the youthful choices that steer our
destinies, the necessity of forgiveness, and the risks we take when we face
down the shadows of our past.

THE READERS' ADVISORY GUIDE TO GENRE FICTION, THIRD EDITION
American Library Association Everyone’s favorite guide to ﬁction that’s
thrilling, mysterious, suspenseful, thought-provoking, romantic, and just
plain fun is back—and better than ever in this completely revamped and
revised edition. A must for every readers’ advisory desk, this resource is
also a useful tool for collection development librarians and students in LIS
programs. Inside, RA experts Wyatt and Saricks cover genres such as
Psychological Suspense, Horror, Science Fiction, Fantasy, Romance,
Mystery, Literary and Historical Fiction, and introduce the concepts of
Adrenaline and Relationship Fiction; include everything advisors need to
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get up to speed on a genre, including its appeal characteristics, key
authors, sure bets, and trends; demonstrate how genres overlap and
connect, plus suggestions for guiding readers among genres; and tie genre
ﬁction to the whole collection, including nonﬁction, audiobooks, graphic
novels, ﬁlm and TV, poetry, and games. Both insightful and comprehensive,
this matchless guidebook will help librarians become familiar with many
diﬀerent ﬁction genres, especially those they do not regularly read, and
aid library staﬀ in connecting readers to books they’re sure to love.

THIS HOUSE IS NOT FOR SALE
A NOVEL
Harper Perennial The award-winning author of Voice of America paints a
vivid, fully imagined portrait of an extraordinary African family and the
house that holds them together. A powerful tale of family and community,
This House Is Not for Sale brings to life an African neighborhood and one
remarkable house, seen through the eyes of a young member of the
household. The house lies in a town seemingly lost in time, full of colorful,
larger-than-life characters; at the narrative’s heart are Grandpa, the family
patriarch whose occasional cruelty is balanced by his willingness to open
his doors to those in need, and the house itself, which becomes a character
in its own right and takes on the scale of legend. From the decades-long
rivalry between owners of two competing convenience stores to the man
who convinces his neighbors to give up their earthly possessions to
prepare for the end of the world, Osondu’s story captures a place beyond
the reach of the outside world, full of superstitions and myths that sustain
its people. Osondu’s prose has the lightness and magic of fable, but his
themes—poverty, disease, the arrival of civilization in an isolated
community—are timeless and profound. At once full of joyful energy and
quiet heartbreak, This House Is Not for Sale is an utterly original novel
from a master storyteller.

SOMEONE NAMED EVA
Houghton Miﬄin Harcourt In 1942, blonde and blue-eyed Milada is taken
from her home in Czechoslovakia to a school in Poland to be trained as "a
proper German" for adoption by a German family, but all the while she
remembers her true name and history.

THE JADE LILY
Allen & Unwin 'Manning renders Shanghai as a riot of ﬂavors, sights, and
sounds, its elegance clashing against gritty poverty in this exquisite
window into the past.' - Booklist, starred review 'Kirsty Manning has
woven, blended, sewn the threads of history, family secrets, the past and
the present into a page-turning, beautiful novel. Her talent for researching
and writing a seamless dual-narrative story with characters reﬂecting
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tragedy and trauma lived, and survived, will enthral and educate. Her
approach and style to the multiple cultures and countries reinforces that
humanity will rise above evil. The Jade Lily is a story rich in the elements of
plot, characters, and unselﬁsh love leading to hope: the last thing to die.' Heather Morris, author of the bestselling The Tattooist of Auschwitz In
2016, ﬂeeing London with a broken heart, Alexandra returns to Australia to
be with her grandparents, Romy and Wilhelm, when her grandfather is
dying. With only weeks left together, her grandparents begin to reveal the
family mysteries they have kept secret for more than half a century. In
1939, two young girls meet in Shanghai, the 'Paris of the East': beautiful
local Li and Viennese refugee Romy form a ﬁerce friendship. But the
deepening shadows of World War Two fall over the women as Li and Romy
slip between the city's glamorous French Concession and the desperate
Shanghai Ghetto. Eventually, they are forced separate ways as Romy
doubts Li's loyalties. After Wilhelm dies, Alexandra ﬂies to Shanghai,
determined to trace her grandparents' past. As she peels back the layers of
their hidden lives, she begins to question everything she knows about her
family - and herself. A gorgeously told tale of female friendship, the price
of love, and the power of hardship and courage to shape us all. 'This is a
rich, sensual, and evocative novel, fragrant with the smell of crushed herbs
and ﬂowers, and haunted by the high cost that women must sometimes
pay to ﬁnd both love and their vocation.' Kate Forsyth on The Midsummer
Garden '...compelling, passionate and admirable.' Australian Women's
Weekly on The Midsummer Garden

THE SHACK
Windblown Media After his daughter's murder, a grieving father confronts
God with desperate questions -- and ﬁnds unexpected answers -- in this
riveting and deeply moving #1 NYT bestseller. When Mackenzie Allen
Phillips's youngest daughter Missy is abducted during a family vacation, he
remains hopeful that she'll return home. But then, he discovers evidence
that she may have been brutally murdered in an abandoned shack deep in
the Oregon wilderness. Four years later, in this midst of his great sadness,
Mack receives a suspicious note that's supposedly from God, inviting him
back to that shack for a weekend. Against his better judgment, he arrives
on a wintry afternoon and walks back into his darkest nightmare. What he
ﬁnds there will change his life forever.

MARK Z. DANIELEWSKI'S HOUSE OF LEAVES
Pantheon A family relocates to a small house on Ash Tree Lane and
discovers that the inside of their new home seems to be without
boundaries

GERTA
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A NOVEL
AmazonCrossing The award-winning novel by Czech author Kateřina
Tučková--her ﬁrst to be translated into English--about the fate of one
woman and the pursuit of forgiveness in a divided postwar world. 1945.
Allied forces liberate Nazi-occupied Brno, Moravia. For Gerta Schnirch,
daughter of a Czech mother and a German father aligned with Hitler, it's
not deliverance; it's a sentence. She has been branded an enemy of the
state. Caught in the changing tides of a war that shattered her family--and
her innocence--Gerta must obey the oﬃcial order: she, along with all ethnic
Germans, is to be expelled from Czechoslovakia. With nothing but the
clothes on her back and an infant daughter, she's herded among
thousands, driven from the only home she's ever known. But the injustice
only makes Gerta stronger, more empowered, and more resolved to seek
justice. Her journey is a relentless quest for a seemingly impossible
forgiveness. And one day, she will return. Spanning decades and
generations, Kateřina Tučková's breathtaking novel illuminates a longneglected episode in Czech history. One of exclusion and prejudice, of
collective shame versus personal guilt, all through the eyes of a
charismatic woman whose courage will aﬀect all the lives she's touched.
Especially that of the daughter she loved, fought for, shielded, and would
come to inspire.

SUMMER OF THE CICADAS
Willow Publishing Novel by Cole Lavalais, Inaugural Fellow, Kimbilio Center
for Fiction.

MIXED COMPANY
STORIES
In Mixed Company Jenny Shank reveals moments of grace and connection
between people of her hometown, Denver, through stories that contrast
the city during its oil-bust era of economic troubles and court-ordered
crosstown busing for racial desegregation with the burgeoning and
gentrifying city of recent years. In "Casa del Rey," a cautious pregnant
woman must contend with her out-of-control and intrusive neighbor. In
"Hurts," a girls' basketball team at a majority Black Denver high school
clashes with a white mountain team. In "La Sexycana," a bottom-feeding
journalist ventures to a dance club to confront the young Latina woman
she mentored as a teenager who then cut oﬀ all contact with her. "Lightest
Lights Against Darkest Darks" follows a white middle schooler bused to a
majority Black school who falls under the spell of her magnetic and racially
ambiguous art teacher. In "Signing for Linemen," a graduate student in
medieval literature takes a job as a summer tutor for a college football
team and ends up learning more than she expected about athletes,
American Sign Language, and herself. In "Local Honey," middle-aged white
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parents bring their adopted Black teenage son to a Wu-Tang Clan concert
in an attempt to bond with him. Characters ﬁnd their initial perceptions
and ideas overturned in these stories laced with humor, heart, and grit.
Jenny Shank forges ﬁction out of the sparks that ﬂy when diverse people
encounter one another.

THE BOOK OF NIGHT WOMEN
Penguin From the author of the National Book Award ﬁnalist Black Leopard,
Red Wolf and the WINNER of the 2015 Man Booker Prize for A Brief History
of Seven Killings "An undeniable success.” — The New York Times Book
Review A true triumph of voice and storytelling, The Book of Night Women
rings with both profound authenticity and a distinctly contemporary
energy. It is the story of Lilith, born into slavery on a Jamaican sugar
plantation at the end of the eighteenth century. Even at her birth, the
slave women around her recognize a dark power that they- and she-will
come to both revere and fear. The Night Women, as they call themselves,
have long been plotting a slave revolt, and as Lilith comes of age they see
her as the key to their plans. But when she begins to understand her own
feelings, desires, and identity, Lilith starts to push at the edges of what is
imaginable for the life of a slave woman, and risks becoming the
conspiracy's weak link. But the real revelation of the book-the secret to the
stirring imagery and insistent prose-is Marlon James himself, a young
writer at once breathtakingly daring and wholly in command of his craft.

THE THROUGH
Jaded Ibis Press, LLC Johnson's dark magical-realist narrative weaves
familial haints, shadows of the transatlantic slave trade, and the black
mystical into a liminal world where they are forced to confront themselves,
each other, and the powerful anchors of their emotional inheritances.

BURN MY HEART
Penguin UK The Mau Mau - name of a secret society that once struck terror
into the hearts of British settlers in Kenya. An episode in history that
ended in a State of Emergency, with violent and brutal acts dividing a
nation. This book tells the story of how in a country riven by fear and
prejudice, even best of friends can betray one another.

CORPORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS IN BULGARIA
A contemporary American masterpiece about music, race, an unforgettable
man, and an unreal America during the Civil War era At the heart of this
remarkable novel is Thomas Greene Wiggins, a nineteenth-century slave
and improbable musical genius who performed under the name Blind Tom.
Song of the Shank opens in 1866 as Tom and his guardian, Eliza Bethune,
struggle to adjust to their fashionable apartment in the city in the
aftermath of riots that had driven them away a few years before. But soon
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a stranger arrives from the mysterious island of Edgemere—inhabited
solely by African settlers and black refugees from the war and riots—who
intends to reunite Tom with his now-liberated mother. As the novel ranges
from Tom’s boyhood to the heights of his performing career, the
inscrutable savant is buﬀeted by opportunistic teachers and crooked
managers, crackpot healers and militant prophets. In his symphonic novel,
Jeﬀery Renard Allen blends history and fantastical invention to bring to life
a radical cipher, a man who profoundly changes all who encounter him.
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